
Predestination & Determinism PART A REVISION  

Make a list below of everything that you know you need to  learn for  

part A  questions on ‘Predestination & Determinism’.   



A) Explain Augustine’s concept of Predestination. (20)  

Draft Mark scheme:  

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



A) Explain Augustine’s concept of Predestination. (20)  

Into to Augustine’s concept: 

 Definition of Predestination   

 Brief summary of how his views differed to Pelagius—He regard his free will theory a ‘heresy’ and an ‘intolerable deni-

al of god’s omnipotence’  

 Augustine developed ‘The Doctrine of Original Sin’ as a response to Pelagius, and within this was his predestination 

theory.  

Doctrine of Original Sin: Role of Concupiscence 

 Book ‘City of God’, he portrays idyllic picture of the Garden of Eden before the fall—Augustine argued that Adam had 

already in his heart turned away from God, which is why the Devil could successfully tempt him: This resulted in Origi-

nal Sin   

 The outcome of this original sin was that sin became a radical defect of all human characters—known as concupis-

cence: a tendency towards sinning against God. It is not a sin in itself, but a a deficiency in a person’s ability to chose 

good and resist earthly desires.  

 Concupiscence was passed on from Adam to Eve to all humanity: ‘All humans were seminally present in the lions of 

Adam’ and supported in Romans 5:12.  

 As all humans were born of sexual intercourse, which is itself a result of concupiscence, then all humanity inherits it—

accept Jesus.  

Doctrine of Original Sin: Humanity as a ‘lump of sin’ - ‘massa peccati’  

 As a result of the fall, all humanity is born ‘massa peccati’  

 Humanity are so hopelessly corrupted that we are absolutely incapable of doing anything good by our own forces; free 

choice has been wasted by sin—our will can only do evil   

 It is not possible to raise humanity's ability to chose freely from spiritual death  

Doctrine of Original Sin: liberium, abitrium and libertas   

 Augustine still argued that a person has a will and that the will is capable of making choices  

 Fallen human beings have an essential human nature that is Liberium arbitrium—person has the power of making deci-

sions that are free from predestination  

 But, concupiscence overrides this—free will has been utterly wasted by sin, and so humanity has lost their ‘Libertas’  

 Although Baptism was said to address original sin, it left concupiscence untouched, so although we are able to chose 

what we desire, our desires are effected by sin  

Doctrine of Original Sin: God’s grace and atonement for the elected saints   

 Through God’s grace people will achieve salvation—God did not want all his creation to remain in sin  

 By God’s grace, certain people are set free from their concupiscence , enabling them to respond rightly to God. Only 

God knows why he has chosen some, and not others—no one can do anything to deserve this grace. It is within God’s 

sovereign discretion.  

 Augustine called these people the ‘elect’, sometimes known as ‘the saints’  

 Those not chosen, were labelled by Augustine as reprobates  

 Hick concludes that it appears Augustine is suggesting God saves some, and leaves others to perish.  

  



A) Explain Calvin’s concept of Predestination. (20)  

Draft Mark scheme:  

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



A) Explain Calvin’s concept of Predestination. (20)  

Calvin’s understanding of predestination  
 

Calvin wrote the ‘Doctrine of Election’ which states that mankind is totally depraved due to the ‘Fall’; 
humanity cannot respond in faithful obedience to the invitation of God through Jesus. 

 
There is no good in a person at all – not even enough to want to be saved from sin. Therefore, Calvin 

believed the choice for salvation was not a human choice, but rather a divine one.  
 

God made among humans two predestined groups – the Elect and the Reprobates. The Elect will re-
ceive eternal life, whilst the Reprobates will receive eternal damnation.  



A) Explain Augustine’s and John Calvin’s understanding of pre-

destination, clearly outlining the similarities and differences. 

Augustine’s understanding of predestination  
 

Augustine wrote the ‘Doctrine of Original Sin’ which states sin is a radical defect of all human charac-
ters (concupiscence), starting with Adam and Eve  

 
The result of this defect is that all humanity is born predestined to be ‘massa peccati’ which over-

rides out essential human nature (liberium arbitrium) which is free  
 

 
Augustine believes that every person is predestined to be a sinner, even before he/she is born. They 

are incapable of doing anything that is good.  
 
God did not intend that all people remain in this desperate state. By God’s grace, a few people 

(elect/saints) are purged (atoned) of their sinful nature. God decides who receives this grace, be-
fore they were born.  

 
Calvin’s understanding of predestination  
 

Calvin wrote the ‘Doctrine of Election’ which states that mankind is totally depraved due to the ‘Fall’; 
humanity cannot respond in faithful obedience to the invitation of God through Jesus. 

 
There is no good in a person at all – not even enough to want to be saved from sin. Therefore, Calvin 

believed the choice for salvation was not a human choice, but rather a divine one.  
 

God made among humans two predestined groups – the Elect and the Reprobates. The Elect will re-
ceive eternal life, whilst the Reprobates will receive eternal damnation.  



Explain how Calvinists expressed Calvin's Doctrine of  

Election at The Synod of Dort.  (20)  

Total Depravity  

Humans are totally corrupted by sin because of ‘the fall’. They cannot choose good over 

evil. What Calvinism is arguing here is that sin has extended to every part of a moral 

agent’s personality including thought, emotions and will. This does not mean that the mor-

al agent will necessarily be intensely sinful, but that sin has extended to his entire being. 

  

Unconditional Election 

This point states that God alone chose the elect. Election is not based upon any merit/good 

works the moral agent has undertaken. Moreover, it is not based upon God’s omniscient 

nature to know which moral agents would accept the offer of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

God has chosen the elect, based solely upon his own will. He did this before the Earth was 

even created. 

 

Limited Atonement 

Christ’s death and atonement for human sins was for the elect only. Calvinism believes that 

the Bible teaches that Christ died for those whom God gave him to save, the elect. There-

fore, Christ died for many people (the elect), but not all (the reprobates). Calvinists’ point 

to Matthew 26:28 as an illustration of this: Jesus said ‘This is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins’. 

 

Irresistible Grace 

The result of God’s irresistible grace is the certain response by the elect to the inward call 

of the gospel. Calvinists point to John 6:37 as an illustration that Christ himself teaches 

that all whom God has elected will come to a knowledge of him. This knowledge of Christ 

will lead to salvation. 

 

Perseverance of the Elect 

The elect will remain in God’s hand until they are glorifi ed in heaven. Therefore, sanctifi 

cation which God has brought about in the elect will continue until it reaches its fulfi lment 

in eternal life. The elect will therefore be unable to commit apostasy by giving up their 

faith. 
 



Explain how Darrow used the ethical theory of 
hard determinism. (20)  

 
 

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



Explain how Darrow used the ethical theory of 
hard determinism. (20)  

Draft Mark scheme:  

Intro  
 

Definition of Hard Determinism  
 

Questioning the value of blaming moral agents for immoral acts  
 

An explanation which questions the value of blaming moral agents for immoral acts. It would seem 
unfair to punish people for committing immoral acts because it is beyond a moral agent’s control.  

 
Explanation of how Darrow used this idea of the value of blaming moral agents for immoral acts  

Explanation of what happened in the 1924 Leopold and Loeb murder case 
Explanation of how Darrow used the theory of Hard Determinism in his defence 
Overall view of how hard determinism limits the value of punishment for immoral acts   



A) Explain the philosophical concept of Hard Determinism. 

(20)  

Draft Mark scheme:  

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



A) Explain the philosophical concept of Hard Determinism. 

(20)  

Intro:  

 Definition of Hard Determinism  

 John Locke - based on universal causation: all events that happen are a result of unbreakable chain 

of past causes.  

 

Explanation of Philosophical Determinism  

 If universal causation is correct, then the future must be logically be as fixed and unchangeable  as 

the past 

 No future is possible, other than what is dictated by the past and present  

 Locke ‘Free will is just an illusion’  

 People think they have free will because they can pause and reflect before making a choice  

 Most people do not have the intelligence to see that there are no choices at all to be made—

people are ignorant of this  

 ‘An essay concerning human understanding’ - Locke developed difference between ‘voluntary and 

involuntary actions’  

 ‘In book II, chapter XXI’ he used his ‘man in a bedroom’ analogy to show man is simply ignorant of 

universal causation  

 

  



A) Explain the scientific concept of Hard Determinism. (20)  

Draft Mark scheme:  

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



A) Explain the scientific concept of Hard Determinism. (20)  

Intro:  

 Definition of Hard Determinism  

 Darwin & Weismann developed the theory that every living organism that evolved has a genetic 

formula—became known as DNA.  

 As Darwin argued humans developed from the evolutionary process, then they must have a ge-

netic formula and therefore, human action is not free - it must be determined by their genetic for-

mula.  

 

Explanation of Scientific Hard Determinism  

 People can be determined physically by their genes - size of nose/eye colour etc.  

 There are also clear links between genetic faults and various physical and mental irregularities such 

as downs syndrome  

 Biological determinists argue this should be extended further, by stating that human behaviour is 

also determined by our genes—according to Daniel Dennet, this was ‘genetic fixity’ , where the 

genes of parents determine the characteristics of their children.  

 The Humane genome Project supported Genetic fixity through:  

- Homosexuality  

- Addiction  

(Explain these two examples in detail)  

 

 

 

 



A) Explain the psychological concept of Hard Determinism. 

(20)  

Draft Mark scheme:  

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



A) Explain the psychological concept of Hard Determinism. 

(20)  

Intro:  

 Definition of Hard Determinism  

 Psychological determinism is associated with ‘behaviourism’. Pavlov, associated with ‘classical con-

ditioning’, argues that dogs are pre-conditioned to do certain things.  

 

Pavlov’s example of his work with Dogs  

 Experiment known as ‘Pavlov’s Dogs’  

 A normal reaction of a dog was to produce saliva - an unconditioned reflex  

 Explanation of what the ringing of a bell did every time there was food—dogs had been condi-

tioned to produce saliva to the neutral stimulus of the bell, even though there may not be food at 

a later point  

 

John Watson’s development of Pavlov 

 He attempted to show the same conditioning in humans  

 Explain the example of an 8-month old baby, who previously had shown no fear to rats - baby had 

been conditioned to produce the unconditional reflex of crying every time a rat appeared, and 

Watson found the baby had generalised fear for all furry objects  

 

Sum up 

 All human reactions are just conditioned responses associated with the environmental conditions 

of one’s upbringings  

 Therefore, all human actions are determined by their own unique environmental conditioning  

 Example of an adult walking round a puddle - may feel like free choice, but only due to being told 

of as a child not to splash in the puddle  

 Skinners development of ‘operant conditioning’ - repeating behaviour that is rewarded, but not 

punished.  

 

 

 



A) Explain Soft Determinism with reference to Hobbs and 

Ayer. (20)  

Draft Mark scheme:  

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



A) Explain Soft Determinism with reference to Hobbs and 

Ayer. (20)  

Intro:  

 Definition of Soft Determinism   

 The soft determinist theories of Hobbs and Ayer are known as ‘classical soft determinism’ - the 

theory that part of a person’s life is determined and part is free willed.  

Explanation of Thomas Hobbs  

 Attempted to justify classical soft determinism in the face of criticism that it as the same as hard 

determinism 

 He explained the difference between classical soft determinism & hard determinism by considering 

2 types of causes: Internal & External  

- Internal: A choice people make for themselves 

- External: When someone forces someone to do something against their will  

 In classical soft determinism, a person is determined by internal causes, but is free from external 

causes. Use example of child taking of blazer in a hot classroom  

 In hard determinism, a person is determined by both internal and external causes , and therefore 

have no freedom at all! Use example of child and blazer again!  

 Hobbs stated a person was as free as an unimpeded river—a river that flows down the hill neces-

sarily follows a channel, but it is also at liberty to flow within the channel.  

 Freedom is about acting as we will, and not being coerced in any way.  

Explanation of A.J Ayer  

 Developed Hobbs theory by illustrating empirically the language difference between soft and hard 

determinism 

 When a situation is ‘soft’, and individual will use the phrase ‘caused’ - eg caused by internal cause 

to take of blazer because of the heat 

 When a situation is hard, the person will use the word ‘forced’ - eg person was forced to keep their 

blazer on for their teacher  

 This language distinction shows their is a difference between hard and soft determinism  

 Explain his analogy of someone walking across the room  

 

 

 



A) Explain the implications of Hard Determinism on Moral 

Responsibility. (20) 

Draft Mark scheme:  

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



A) Explain the implications of Hard Determinism on Moral 

Responsibility. (20) 

Intro  
 

Definition of Hard Determinism (Make sure you link your answer directly to the question)  
 
The worth of human ideas of rightness, wrongness and moral value 
 

Explanation of the implication that all human ideas of rightness, wrongness and moral value have 
absolutely no worth. They would be futile, baseless concepts. 

Support of this by Augustine & William James  
Support from other scholars such as Skinner, Sprinoza etc  
A one sentence summary of the implication on moral responsibility to link back to the question  
 

The value in blaming moral agents for immoral acts 
 

An explanation explaining that it would seem unfair to punish people for committing immoral acts 
because it is beyond a moral agent’s control 

Support of this by Darrow – Leoplad and Loeb murder case  
Case of James Bulger & Stephen Mobley  
A one sentence summary of the implication on moral responsibility to link back to the question  
  

The usefulness of normative ethics 
 

An explanation explaining if a moral agent is absolutely predetermined by one or more determining 
factors then normative ethics becomes redundant 

Support this with explanations about Divine Command Theory and Act-Utilitarianism  
A one sentence summary of this implication on moral responsibility to link back to the question  

 

 

 

ANY QUESTION ASKED ABOUT THE IMPLCATION OF SOFT DETERMINISM ON MORAL  

RESPONSIBILITY IS THE SAME—TAYLOR IT TO THE QUESTION :)  

 



A) Explain the implications of Predestination on Religious 

Belief. (20) 

Draft Mark scheme:  

On a scale of 1-10, how do you feel about  answering a question on this topic?  



A) Explain the implications of Predestination on Religious 

Belief. (20) 

 
Intro:  
 

Definition of Predestination (Make sure you link your intro directly to the question) 
 
Implication for God’s omnipotence  
 

Explanation of why predestination can be seen as a strong illustration of God’s power 
Support from Augustine, Calvin & Holy Texts  
 

Implications for God’s omnibenevolence  
 

An explanation of how predestination can be seen as an illustration of God’s omnibenevolent nature, supported by Au-
gustine  

Explanation of how God’s omnibenevolent nature could be questioned in relation of predestination. E.g. Russell etc..  
 

Implications for the use of prayer  
 

An explanation of why prayer may not be meaningful if life id predestined  
Support provided from Calvin  
An explanation of how prayer might be useful for the elected  
 

Implications for the existence of miracles   
 

An explanation of how miracles could be interpreted by Aquinas & Lewis, and how they might support his predestining 
nature 

An explanation of how predestining might rule out miracles as an answer to spontaneous prayers  
  

 Implications for the link between God and Evil    
 

An explanation that one implication on religious belief - God’s predestining power could be that God must also have cre-
ated all moral evil. 

Support this with Jacobus Arminius & Calvin’s view that sin is humanities fault   
 

 

 

 

 


