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Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŘǊƻǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 9ŀǎǘ ǿƛƴŘΩ 

- DƻŘΩǎ ƻƳƴƛǇƻǘŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
creation story.  

ΨDƻŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΩ 



B) Explain the concept of original sin, and 
how different Christians view this concept. (5)
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B) Explain the concept of original sin, and 
how different Christians view this concept. (5)

1. Concept of Original Sin

- Many Christians believe that we are born with Original sin ςthe tenancy to disobey God. 

- It is believed to have come into this world as a result of the fall, when Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God. Adams sin has been passed down from generation to generation. 

- It is this sin that separates us from God. 

2. Differing view on original sin 

- Some Christians believe that it is unfair of God to punish all of us due to one mans act of 
disobedience. 

- Non-ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΣ 
and even if they did, they cant be explained biologically as how can sin actually b e passed on? 

- Modern Christians - original sin is as a useful way of knowing that humans are prone to do bad 
things, and acting against GƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿǎΦ 
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c)Explain Christian beliefs about heaven and hell. (8) 

- Numerous references in the Bible to heaven, there are not many descriptions of it
- Traditionally thought of as real places. It was believed that hell was underground and heaven in the sky. 
- Modern understandings are more likely to see heaven as a place where God is and hell is a place where God is not.
- Both are connected to an idea of reward and punishment at the end of an earthly life and

Heaven:

- Most Christians believe that it is where people go in the afterlife if they have the right to go there 

and that is where God and angels are located.

- However, some believe that heaven is an actual, physical place 

- Others believe it exists in a more spiritual dimension, more of a state or condition.

Hell: 

- Most believe that, whatever it is, it is undoubtedly a place of suffering. 

- Some Christians believe that it is a physical place where people burn eternally

- Others believe that it exists in a more spiritual dimension. 

- Most Christians believe that the real torment of hell resides in absolute separation from God
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AGREE

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
moral issues directly. E.gabortion 

Although it is considered to be inspired by God, it was written by humans. Can we 
really prove it is divinely inspired? 

The Bible is not scientific ςmuch in the world today relies on scientific investigation

{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ςwe know much more 
now about creation than when Genesis 1 was first written ςevolution/big bang

aŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴȅǿŀȅ ςfor example, 
many work on the Sabbath

¢ƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƛƳǇƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǿŀȅΦ Ψ!ƴ ŜȅŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ 
ŜȅŜΩ ςthis doesn't match with modern day views on morality 

The bible is complicated and difficult to understand ςsociety is run differently than it 
was then and life was different 

5ύ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳƛǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ 



DISAGREE
Literal Christians view it to be the direct word of God ςif we change it, we are 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎκǇƭŀƴǎκǿŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ 
It provides a basic morality that comes from God ςif we change it, people can 
choose what they think is right and wrong. This might cause chaos and 
discrimination in the world
¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ΨƭƻǾŜ ǘƘȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘΩ ςthese are good morals, to enable a good quality of 
life which is peaceful 
If the Bible is changed, then you are not really a true follower of Christianity ς
you might get sent to hell on the day of judgment 
Many people for years have followed the Bible, and done good deeds. Eg
Martin Luther King ςwhy does it need to be adapted? 
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a) 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ōȅ ΨLƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴΩόнύ 



ŀύ 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ōȅ ΨLƴŎŀǊƴŀǘƛƻƴΩόнύ 

God becoming human in the form of Jesus. 

How could we develop this further? 
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God becoming human in the form of Jesus. 

For example, many Christians believe

that Jesus was born of the virgin Mary, 

rather than born through sexual 

intercourse. 



b) Explain the purpose of suffering according 
to a Christian. (5)                                                    



b) Explain the purpose of suffering according 
to a Christian. (5) 

- Suffering is a test 

- Suffering is a result of sin 

- Lǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ψǎƻǳƭ-making ςLǊŜƴŀŜǳǎΩ 

- DƻŘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 
cope with it 

- Suffering is beyond human understanding as God is transcendent, as 
shown by the story of Job. You must continue to have faith in God, as we 
were not there at the creation of the world to fully understand.  

- ΨL ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΩ ςJob when he questioned his 
suffering to God. 



c) Explain how Christians believe the world was 
created, with reference to Genesis 1 and 2. (8)



c) Explain how Christians believe the world was 
created, with reference to Genesis 1 and 2. (8)

Genesis 1: 

- DŜƴŜǎƛǎ м ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΩ 

- Lǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ΨǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΩ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƻƳƴƛǇƻǘŜƴŎŜΦ CƻǊ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ΨDƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΥ [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōȅ [ƛƎƘǘΩΦ 

- Genesis 1 shows  who God created the world in 6 days, ex-nihilo and rested on the 7th. 

- IŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨƳŀƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎŜΩΦ 

- DƻŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛŦ ƛǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ 

Genesis 2: 

- In Genesis 2, Adam lives in paradise in the Garden of Eden, and God creates a companion 
from his rib ς9ǾŜΦ ΨDƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƛōΩ 

- God gave Adam and Eve the command not to eat from the tree of knowledge. 

- ¢ƘŜ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ 
were created in his image. 



5ύ άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ Ƴŀƴέ 


