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As we near the end of the summer term I wanted
to take the opportunity to write to everyone to
say thank you very much for your help and support
this year and congratulations to all the students on
what I hope has been a very successful year for
each and every one of them.

This year we are saying goodbye to a number of
teachers and support staff who are moving on to
other schools for promotions, or leaving us to go
travelling or for other exciting opportunities.

To each and every one of them our heartfelt
thanks for all they have done for Edgbarrow
School and our students.  The reputation that we
have is due to not only our fantastic students but
also the teachers and support staff who work
within the school and help to create such a posi-
tive atmosphere for us all to enjoy.  I do hope that
all staff leaving us have thoroughly enjoyed their
time with us, felt valued by myself and their col-
leagues and have grown and developed profes-
sionally in readiness for their next steps.  The
enjoyment of our jobs is not only the work that we
do but the people that we work with and from all
of us to all of those that are leaving a huge thanks
for being such great colleagues.

Therefore it’s goodbye and thank you to……

● Miss Baveystock has been Head of RE and our
Professional Tutor and has been with us for 17
years.  Miss Baveystock is leaving to become an
Assistant Headteacher.

● Mr Kay has been in our English Department for
13 years and is leaving to become an Assistant
Head of English.

● Mr Drosdzowski has been at Edgbarrow for 9
years as a teacher of Business Studies and is
leaving to become a Head of Department.

● Mrs Lumb has been a teacher of English with us
for 9 years and is moving to teach abroad.

● Mrs Hollingdale our Head of English for 7½
years is moving out of the area to take over a

Pre-School Nursery with her husband Mr Hol-
lingdale who has been our Head of PE for 7
years.

● Mr Radcliffe has been a teacher of Science for
7 years and is moving to take up the post of
Second in Department.

● Mrs Tebble who has been with us for 5 years
firstly as an LSA and then as a teacher in the
Business Studies Department is leaving to be-
come a Head of Department.

● Mr Dean is leaving to become a Head of De-
partment after 3 years as a teacher of Maths.

● Miss Mitchell has also been with us as a teacher
of Maths for 3 years and we wish her well on
her travels.

● Mrs Newdick has been a teacher of Business
Studies with us for 1½ years and is now return-
ing to work in a university.

● Miss Dyck, a Humanities teacher with us for 1
year is now returning home to Canada.

● Miss Pickett has been with Edgbarrow School
for 7 years and an LSA since September 2011.
She is leaving us to become a Teaching Assist-
ant.

● Mrs Smith joined us as an LSA in September
2009 and is leaving to continue with full time
study.

● Mrs Haselwood, our Hospitality/Admin Assist-
ant since September 2010, has left us to move
to Belgium with her family.

We also want to wish Mrs Crane all the best as she
leaves us to go on maternity leave and we look
forward to seeing her back towards the end of the
next academic year.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank a
most outstanding Head Boy and Head Girl team
for their hard work and commitment this year.
Our Head Boy and Head Girl, Charlie Goswell
and Jess Bollands and our Deputies Emily Miles,
Laura Puddy, Alex Wilson, Matthew Raymen and
Prabhat Seth have been fantastic.
The manner in which they have conducted them-
selves and worked with students and staff has



been superb and an achievement of which they should all
be very proud.
In the past few weeks we appointed our new Head Boy
and Head Girl team, so congratulations to Craig Hodges
and Rachel Boucher on their appointment as Head Boy
and Head Girl and further congratulations to our new
Deputies – Lucy Coppins, Ishwari Giga, Angus Hamilton,
Daniel Keogh, Michael Truckle and Beth Webb.

From September 2015, please be aware that there will
be some minor changes to the current uniform.

Skirts should be pleated Harrow grey, knee length,
stitched down pleats - No straight skirts, No stretch
fabrics.

Trousers should be Harrow grey, no stretch fabrics -
skinny or tight fit trousers are not permitted.

Trousers should be Harrow grey, flat front and slim leg

All items can be purchased from Trutex, using the
school’s code LEA00281SD, or SWI.  Equivalent items
may be purchased from any High Street retailer or super-
market and must be Harrow grey in colour. Harrow grey
is dark grey.
Many thanks for supporting us with this as we move
forward into a new academic year.  If you need any help
with the uniform please do not hesitate to contact us at
school.

I would like to make my usual plea that students do not
come onto the school site during the holidays, evening or
weekends to use the playing fields or to sit around on the
school benches.  I know for a large number of students
this would not be their option of choice, but a small
minority of students cannot stay away. As you know we
do not have gates to enable us to lock the site and
therefore people can wander into school.  Our Facilities
Team will be working throughout the summer and will
be vigilant with regards to site use.  I am just wary that
we do not want people climbing onto roofs or hurting
themselves in any way and therefore all activities on the
school site must be supervised so I would ask that stu-
dents do not come onto the school site for any reason
unless they are here for a supervised activity.

As we near the end of term, and even though Year 11 and
13 are no longer with us, school is still a very busy place.

We have had a number of trips, visits and exchanges
over the past few weeks and my thanks to staff for
giving up
their free time and for accepting the responsibility for
taking children away.  I know that this is a really enjoy-
able experience for students and a time that they
always remember, but, as I am sure everybody is
aware, it takes a lot of time to organise.  During this
final week we have our two Enrichment Days which
the students seem to really enjoy.  Although the chil-
dren do not have formal lessons, the enrichment expe-
rience, I hope, broadens our wider curriculum for the
students.

To finish on a positive note, this has been a fantastic
year for the students and the school with many suc-
cesses ranging from academic and sporting achieve-
ments to productions, concerts and the many
wonderful trips and visits.

Although a little nervous we look forward to Thursday
13th August for our A Level and BTEC results and
Thursday 20th August for our GCSE and BTEC results.
Fingers crossed and best wishes to everybody.

Huge thanks to the staff and students and I wish every-
body a happy and safe summer holiday and look for-
ward to seeing you all in early September.

53 Year 9s successfully passed their Bronze Duke
of Edinburgh Assessed Expedition after 4 months
of preparation that included a training weekend
and practice expedition. The participants had to
walk about 25 km over 2 days with an overnight
camp in the picturesque and sun soaked Chiltern
Hills. They had to be self sufficient and carry all
their own food, tents, spare clothes and cooking
equipment. Congratulations to all participants for
passing!

http://www.trutexdirect.com 
http://www.trutexdirect.com 
http://www.swi.co.uk


As another academic year draws to a close, it is a perfect time to reflect back on the on the achievements of the Governing
Body. Our role is to support and challenge the school leadership to ensure there is a clear vision, stretching targets of
attainment and financial stability that uses all money to the benefit of all our students.

During the last year the Governing Body has met with each Head of Department to gain greater insight to how things
operate at subject level. These conversations are focused on attainment, departmental objectives and well-being of staff
and students. Several Governors have been involved in recruiting staff at Head of Department and Senior Leadership level.
Our pastoral committee has supported and overseen due process during the rare, but sometimes necessary, exclusion
incident.

Our Buildings committee has been busy considering projects and work required to update our school whilst the Finance
committee have been close at hand to ensure that affordability and budget planning is in place to support everything the
school does.

The Curriculum committee have been studying and discussing the new examination and course directives, they have also
been on hand to oversee school trips of which there has been many in the last year.

I am sure many of you would have read about the new pay for performance structure that has been introduced into schools.
Our Staffing committee have been very involved in overseeing the implementation of this new system and have been on
hand to lend support to any staff who may want to raise questions.

Under Ofsted guidelines our Governing Body is required to evaluate its own effectiveness. In order to achieve this we have
a committee who look at what the Governing Body does and measures the impact. This committee ensures that we
complete our statutory duties and carry out our responsibilities throughout the school year.

As you may remember from the last newsletter the Governing Body has now completed a reconstitution which has updated
the roles and the way in which Governors are recruited. This process has left the Governing Body with one vacancy for
which we will be recruiting in the new term. If any parents or carers are interested in joining the Governing Body I invite
you to write to me to express your interest.

During the summer break, the results of everybody's hard work will come to fruition. This is a time where students,
parents, carers, teachers, support staff and governors have the opportunity to celebrate personal achievements and start
to make plans for whatever lies ahead. I would like to take this opportunity to thank each and everyone of you for the part
you have played in giving our students the chance to be the best they can be. Please enjoy your summer vacations and the
additional time you have to spend as a family before returning in September to a new school year.

Many thanks to all those who have donated to the school fund.  Back in January we wrote to you explaining how
the school is being affected by the public sector austerity measures.  We asked parents for their help in
contributing to a school fund with a suggested donation of £60 or a monthly direct debit of £5.  To date we have
received over £16,000 in contributions which is a fantastic response.  This money has been used to reduce the
scale of the cut applied to department budgets as well as creating a curriculum development fund for which
departments can bid to obtain resources to support new or changing courses.  Your money has helped in the
following areas:

Maths – text books for Key Stage 3 and Year 10
English – text books for GCSE and A-level
Science – online resources for Key Stage 3 and 4. Data loggers and sensors
Art – screen printing equipment, easels, and stroboscope
Social sciences – A-level texts
History – Text books for GCSE and A-levels
Technology – catering equipment
Business – resources for new GCSEs and A-levels

Without your contributions we would not be able to fund these vital resources.  Your donations are making a
massive difference to our ability to maintain outstanding standards across all year groups and on behalf of the
students we would like to say huge thank you.

If you haven’t already contributed and would like to do so please follow the .

https://www.justgiving.com/edgbarrowschool/


Head of Year :  Mrs McClatchie

Year 7 News

I cannot believe we are fast approaching the end of our
first year together!  I have been extremely impressed with
the start Year 7 have made to their time at Edgbarrow.
Their attitude to their lessons has been outstanding and
their enthusiasm has been channelled into some fantastic
progress.  This was reflected in a wonderful set of grade
reports that were recently sent home.
I was delighted to ask Mr Elsey to present Headteacher
certificates to those pupils who had gained excellent
results for their effort, behaviour and homework on their
grade reports.

The Year 7s have been keen to become fully involved in
all aspects of school life this year.  I have been delighted
to see so many of them taking on different roles such as
pupil librarians, members of the school council commit-
tees, sporting teams, music and drama, to mention but a
few.
I was very proud to stand and see so many Year 7s at the
Celebration of Success of Evening, where we were able
to acknowledge their achievements in a more formal
setting.

Last week’s Sports
Day was an amazing
success, with so many
Year 7s taking part
and competing at a
very high standard.
The winner is  with
117 points, in second
place is  with 107
points am in third place is  with 88 points.
We have also been running inter-form rounders and
softball this week and the atmosphere and participation
has again been outstanding.  Boys softball winners are 7V,
runners up 7S and girls rounders winners are 7T and
runners up 7S.

A number of Year 7s have accompanied Mr Elsey on his
Year 6 primary school visits.  Both Mr Elsey and the
primary school teachers have commented on what won-
derful ambassadors they have been; Thursday’s merit
raffle and celebration assembly will be a fitting opportuni-
ty to acknowledge all the success Year 7 have had.

Our year group chose a local charity ‘Stepping Stones DS’
to support this year.  The charity raises money to support
families with children with Downs Syndrome.  We decid-
ed to run a charity week and through a combination of

cake sales, a football tourna-
ment and an odd sock day, we
managed to raise an amazing
£612.  I would like to thank you
all for your support, but in par-
ticular Mrs Kalkwarf and her
charity committee for making
this all happen.

As I write this many Year 7s are excitedly awaiting our
trip to Osmington Bay, where they will be getting
involved in all sorts of fantastic activities.  It will also be
a great opportunity for them to build upon friendships
they have already made but also to mix with new
people from within their year group.  I look forward to
telling you all about it in my next newsletter.

Next week will be a busy and exciting end to the year,
with two enrichment days where Year 7s will spend
one day on a trip to the historic dockyards in Port-
smouth.  I am looking forward to accompanying the
Thursday group.  On Friday we will end with a whole
school assembly where we are able to reflect on a
successful year and fantastic start to our Edgbarrow
lives.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank my team
of tutors who have done a wonderful job of settling the
Year 7s in and supporting them through their first year.
They have also been a tremendous support to me this
year.  I would like to make a special mention to Mr
Drosdzowski who is leaving at the end of term to go
and be Head of Department at the Piggott School.  Mr
D has been a fantastic tutor for 7Q and I know they will
really miss him.

I would also like to thank Mrs Kalkwarf who will be
standing down as my Deputy Head of Year as she takes
on her new role as Head of P.E.  She will of course
continue to be 7Ts form tutor.  Mrs Kalkwarf has been
a wonderful support to me and the Year 7 team.  Miss
Luffman will be replacing her next year as my Deputy
Head of Year and also taking over 7Q.

Finally I would like to take this opportunity to wish you
and your families a well-deserved summer break!  I look
forward to working with your all again next academic
year as we move into Year 8!



The recent Progress Information Morning was a huge success. It allowed
parents/carers of those students who are currently in Year 4 and 5 to gain a better
understanding of how the Progress department works. All staff were able to share
their expertise as well as discuss individual needs. Comments were very positive,
in fact one parent was so enthused he openly commented that he wished his son
was coming this year and hoped the same enthusiasm, commitment and passion
was still there when his son joined next year.   As a result of the success, this will
now be an annual event in the calendar.

As a reward for all their hard work and achievements, some members of the Progress team accompanied a group
of our Year 11s, on the train into London to see the sights. These
included Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament, Downing Street, Buck-
ingham Palace and Trafalgar Square.
Despite it raining most of the day, we still managed to enjoy our lunch in
St James Park sheltered by a huge old oak tree, which as you can imagine
is slightly different to the usual lunch hall surroundings they are used to
when it’s wet lunch!
The trip was a huge success and gave the students a real sense of
independence ready for their next journey into sixth form or college, for
which we all wish them every success.

Our annual Key Stage 3 Celebration of Success was once again a fantastic
evening.  We are delighted to recognise and celebrate the achievements and
efforts of so many of our students in Years 7, 8 and 9.  The Heads of Year
spoke warmly about all of the award recipients and in particular were able
to congratulate the Year Tutor Stars for being such excellent role models
within their tutor groups.  Each Head of Year also selected one Year Group
Star from their year who stood out for their commitment not only to their
studies but also the wider life of the school.  The Stars of the Year were:
Amy Croll Year 7,  Daniel Williams Year 8 and Lucas Jourdan Year 9.

We were thrilled to have as our guest speaker this year Emma Kennedy, a former Head Girl from Edgbarrow.
Emma played an active role in school life during her time at Edgbarrow, taking part in school plays, the choir,
school council and representing the school in sporting events.  After leaving Edgbarrow in 2011 she studied at the
University of East Anglia and read International Development, Social Anthropology and Politics.  Since graduating
she has been a volunteer project Manager to the Butterfly Tree, a humanitarian charity based in Southern Zambia.
Emma spoke passionately to the pupils at the Celebration evening about the importance of embracing all the
opportunities that school and life offered and making every day of their lives count.  This is  something her
experiences working with the charity and less privileged individuals have made her value.  The work of the
Butterfly Tree can be viewed at their website  and I am sure that as a school we will
continue to support this worthwhile cause.

A few weeks ago I went to see two episodes of the BBC programme Pointless
being filmed at Elstree Studio; it is a game show where there are three groups of
two people who have to come up with complicated answers to easy or hard
questions.  I saw a celebrity one and a cricket themed one.  I also got to meet
Richard Osman and Alexander Armstrong.  Richard has the same visual problem
as I do, Nystagmus.  It is when your eyes move around so it makes your head
shake and also limits how much you can see.

http://www.thebutterflytree.org.uk


Year 8 News
Acting Head of Year :  R Knowles

Year 8 have had an exceptionally busy Summer term with trips, events and exams.  We have continued to strive
to achieve our best and participate in as many activities in school as possible.  This term there has been lots of hard
work, both within the tutor team and from other staff members, to support Year 8 and so I want to give my thanks
to the staff and to all those students who have continued to try their best at all times.

The recent grade reports demonstrated the excellent progress made by the majority of students.   I was able to
invite Mr Elsey to meet the students who got all 1s and 2s on this recent grade report.

On Friday 10th July at registration, the students that achieved all 1s and 2s on their grade report had to go to
an assembly that included Mr Elsey.  Mr Elsey told the students how proud they should be with their
behaviour, effort, classwork and homework throughout Year 8.  We were all awarded a certificate for our
achievement.

I would also like to commend Emily Dallas and Georgia Harding who successfully achieved all their targets in all
their subjects at the end of Year 8.  A number of other pupils were very close to achieving this.  This is a fantastic
achievement and shows the hard work which has occurred throughout the year.

I was delighted to see so many of you and have so many positive conversations at the Year 8 parents evening that
followed these grade reports.  I was also delighted to see so many of the pupils there to have some very mature
conversations with their teachers.

As you are hopefully aware we have been running the Gr8 project this year designed to
encourage all the students to do the right thing during the year and to get involved with
extracurricular activities both in and out of school whenever they have the opportunities.
Our highly energetic Grand Prize Draw took place last week and the students received
raffle tickets to try to win many discount vouchers.  Many thanks goes to the following
companies for their generosity: Bentalls, Coral Reef, Tescos, Golden Fry Fish and Chips,
Angelic Beauty Salon, Aldershot Football Club, Bracknell Leisure Centre, John Nike Ice
Rink and Brown Bag Coffee Shop.

The merit raffle was very good this year.  Many prizes were won.  The prizes were different and included
vouchers for things to do over the summer.  Everyone liked the prizes and many people were very proud
to win them.

As I write this we have just had sports day where there was a tremendous amount of team spirit and well done
to all who took part

Sports Day was so exciting.  Everyone was on the edge of
their seats anticipating to see who will win the trophy and
become the winners of sports day.  The sun shone on the day
and everyone lined up in our tutor groups showing off their
team colours.  The tuck shop was packed with people buying
sweets and fizzy drinks.  Everyone was supporting the com-
petitors and crowding around the track to see who the
winners were.



This dedication reflects a great participation by Year 8 to all the clubs over the term and year, including a number
of students who have been out to represent the school for a variety of sports.

This year Edgbarrow has done very well at athletics.  We have been going to different competitions and
one ran on a Thursday for three weeks in a row.  As a school we did really well and achieved quite a few
first places every week.  Some people also managed to qualify for district athletics and represented Bracknell.

This year in tennis the team did extremely well by getting to the final.  I won all of my matches in singles
and doubles.  Lewis Boniface did well at the last match to come and play and nearly beat him.  Peter Collier
did well all year winning a few matches.  So did Alex (Y7) and Oliver Greatrex who won both matches and
did well in their doubles.

The Tennis Competitions have been fun, but a little nerve wracking.  Stefanie Blaser and Hana Fry have
been playing together since they were very young.  It’s a bit daunting going to very grand private schools,
even though we beat them.

We have had a number of interform competitions this year, with the forms being highly competitive with
each other.

In our school we do interform which is when each form (P, Q, R, S, T, U, V) compete against each other
to win overall.  The boys have competed against each other in Hockey and Softball and the girls competed
in Football and Rounders.  It is a lot of fun to do and it is a great way to work as a team in our form.  Not
everyone in the form has to do it if they don’t want to but I think it is a really fun way to get to know people
and allow lots of people to take part in a sporting event.

This year we have continued to Daisy’s Dream, a local charity supporting young people in the area who have
suffered bereavement.

The Year 8 charity is Daisy’s Dream.  To raise money we did a cake sale
throughout the week.  We raised a whopping £158.00.  Everyone in the year
contributed by making cakes or buying them.  It was a great success and we
are all very proud of each other.

This term has seen Year 8 participate in a variety of different trips and activities.  A number of our students took
part in lessons run by our Chinese teachers who came to visit us.  Some of the year group also enjoyed a Tai
Chi lesson from these teachers in an assembly.

We were very lucky to have Chinese teachers come in and teach Tai Chi during
one of our assemblies this year.  Four Chinese women, experienced in the art of
Tai Chi, talked to us about how to refresh and calm the body by playing relaxing
music and dancing the Chinese tradition of Tai Chi.  We also discussed differences
and similarities between China and England.  The visit was interesting and Year
8s enjoyed learning about Tai Chi very much.



It was my privilege to accompany my year group to Hampton Court with the History department in relation
to their studies in school.  Pupils spent the day learning about Tudor life and how the Georgians adapted
Hampton Court.  The highlight for all seemed to be the maze, which I personally also enjoyed, although I
disappointingly ended up coming back out of the entrance on both occasions rather than the exit!

Year 8 went to Hampton Court on 23rd June and 1st July.
It was lots of fun.  From walking around the maze and
walking around the Palace, we did it all!  In the kitchens
there were different rooms for different purposes.
Running around the maze was lots of fun but the disa-
greement about who won went on for a while with one
team saying it was a race to the middle and the other
saying it was a race to the end.  The roasting house was
huge with a huge working open fire.  We all had a go
turning the beef that was roasting.  We also visited the
newer part of the Palace which had been built at the
back of Hampton Court in a baroque period style.  It

looked like an entirely different Palace.  It was hard to believe it was Hampton Court as well.  Last but
not least we visited the gift shop.  There were plenty of things to buy.  There was everything from foam
swords to gold trinket boxes.  We returned to school having had a great day.  Overall Hampton Court
was lots of fun and we all had an amazing day.

A group of students also attended a science and technology day as part of our gifted and talented programme.

On Monday 29th June we went on a Science and Technology day trip.
First we did “Cars”.  Cars was an activity where we had to make a car out of: rod, an electrical circuit
and wheels.  The car used elastic bands and a pulley system to move.  Each car had to travel 2m, they
were each timed.  Our car drove it in 3.4 seconds which was actually only 0.5 seconds off the winning
time.  The winning car was Olivia Atkins and Stefanie Blaser!
The second activity was E-Fit.  E-Fit is a program which many police departments use to create a likeness
of a criminal from a witness’ description.  We were shown a fake crime being committed; we saw that
someone’s phone was stolen.  We then had to create a likeness.  This activity was really fun as some
options the programme came up with were ridiculous!
In the third activity we had to make a bridge.  We were only allowed to use paper, string, nuts and bolts
and some tape.  As you can expect our bridge wasn’t very stable.  It only managed to hold 500g!
Whereas the winning team, I don’t know how they did it, built a bridge which held 4kg!  The activity was
still fun though!
In the fourth activity we had to program a radio controlled tank using a program called mindstorm.  You
had to drive it over as many yellow crosses as possible, without crossing the black ones.  Sadly we didn’t
win but we managed to come second.
The Awards ceremony was at the end.  Sadly our team didn’t win anything.  However, Olivia and
Stefanie’s group won the car challenge!  We still had a great day and learnt a lot though!

Some students went with the languages department to visit primary schools to help run a language day.

A few people from each German set in Year 8 went to New Scotland Hill School to help them learn the
basics of German.  We made up our own games to help them learn in a fun competitive way.  It was
good to meet soon to be Edgbarrow students and it was a fun experience.

82 students and 9 staff went off to PGL at Barton Hall, Torquay, where great fun was had by all!

It was such a fun and exciting experience, holding new challenges and also a chance to do new things
with other peers.  I loved every activity and it was so fun and enjoyable.



Barton Hall was a very fun PGL.  Some of the activities we did were aeroball,
abseiling, climbing and quadbiking.  My favourite activities were climbing and
aeroball.  In climbing I didn’t expect to get to the top once, let alone three times!
It was very uncomfortable in the harness though!  Aeroball was my absolute
favourite because it is fun competitive but we got a little bit wet too.  As we
started to walk over to aeroball it started to rain but it didn’t spoil the fun.  We
did need to change our socks afterwards though!  The food was great – my
favourite puddings were angel delight and arctic roll.  I made quite a few new
friends along the way and I got to know people I wouldn’t normally speak to as
well.  Overall Barton Hall was great!

Across the last two years, every tutor group has undertaken a year group assembly, with every member of the
tutor group getting involved and joining in with either the preparation in advance or standing up and speaking to
the whole class.  Our final assembly of the year was by 8V who reminded us that we should take full advantage
of the summer and not spend all the time indoors with our head in our Ipads!

In 8V’s assembly, we decided to do the topic of summer.  We came back at lunchtimes as a tutor group
and chose the songs, scripts and who said what.  We prepared our script and sorted it so that everyone
who wanted to say something was able to.  This required some of us to take charge so four of us stayed
behind after school on a couple of evenings to make sure everything was ready.
Some people chose to make a role play and others made decorations to display around the Hall.   We
made some really long paper chains and these were kept up to remind us all of what to avoid over the
summer, like eating too much junk food or staying in bed all day.
The song we chose to play was ‘Summer’ by Calvin Harris and Katie Cox did amazingly as she performed
a dance to this in front of the whole year group.
Our assembly was a huge success and turned out just how we wanted it to!  We spoke very clearly and
loudly and we were really proud of how well it went.

It was lovely to be able to celebrate the achievements of so many pupils with you at our recent Celebration of
Success Evening.

Not long ago I was awarded Star of Year 8.  This was a privilege to get the award and my Mum and Nan
were very happy for me.  There were also lots of different awards for each subjects.  I think this event is
a good idea because it is celebrating the attempts and achievements that the students have made over the
year and they deserve a prize for this.

I am extremely grateful to all the Year 8 tutors. They have supported and encouraged their tutor groups
throughout the year and given a tremendous amount of time and effort which has allowed the pupils so many
opportunities and successes throughout the year.  We are sad to lose two of our tutors at the end of this year.
Firstly Mrs Rawlinson who will start her new role as Highest Ability Learner Coordinator in September.  We wish
her all the best in her new role but look forward to still seeing her at school and hope she will still be able to
attend trips with us in the future.  We also wish Mr Hollingdale all the best as he leaves Edgbarrow.  We will miss
him as part of the tutor team and will miss his contribution to the year group activities and trips.  I personally
would like to thank them both for all their support and their hard work as outstanding tutors.

When we return after the summer break the year group will be focused on gathering information about the
Option process as they start their journey towards GCSEs.  There will be many opportunities during the year to
seek advice from staff regarding choices and I would urge you to discuss the options with staff and your child.  It
will be an extremely busy and important year for the year group and I hope they will all enjoy a well-earned rest
during the summer so that they return refreshed and ready for the challenges of Year 9.

I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know all the students over the past year and it has been a joy and a privilege
to have been able to work with them all.  I wish you all a lovely summer break with plenty of sun, and look
forward to working with you and your children when we return in September.



Year 9 News
Head of Year :  L West

The summer term has been an amazingly busy time for
Year 9 and they have had many successes that we have
been delighted to share with them.

Pupils will be bringing home their grade reports to finish
Key Stage 3 and after having a sneak preview, I am very
proud that so many of them achieved their target levels. It
is an indication of their hard work and determination over
the last three years. Well done to you all.  This progress
sets a firm foundation for them as they move into Year 10
and embark on their GCSEs. There are many students who
have consistently got 1s over the past three years for effort,
behaviour and homework which is outstanding and so hard
to achieve.

We have just
had another
very successful
Sports Day –
well done to 9T
who were over-
all winners for
the Year Group.
Though out the year we have had many other sporting
successes and recently at the Berkshire Schools Athletics
Championship some of our year group excelled.  Congrat-
ulations to Alex Turton who won the boys long jump
producing a jump of over 5.3m. There are other sporting
super stars including Jenson Hazel for Gymnastics, Maia
Andrews for Show Jumping.   Tim Sinclair- National VELO,
Thomas Lawton for Golf, Jamie Brown, Sam Clough, Ben
Torr making the  County Rugby Team , Alex Turton for
achieving a Judo Black belt, Annabel Brennan for Dance and
Abbie Bush, Sarah Wilson and Jack Osman for Ice Skating.

The pupils are talented in many other aspects of the curric-
ulum.  A number have been rehearsing for our Summer
Concert, and attended and won prizes at our Celebration
of Success evening.  The tutors and I have been very
impressed with the commitment of the Year 9s towards
their CORE exams and how well they adapted to the
formal exam conditions.

Year 9 has also been about achieving the Bronze
award for the Duke of Edinburgh and a big thank
you goes out to the staff team; Mr Laurie Pile, Mr
Fisher and all other members of staff that went on
expeditions and for their efforts in motivating the
students to achieve this.

Germany was a spectacular experience, where we
really got to know our families. I thought my family
were particularly welcoming and helped me learn
German, as well as being really understanding
when I got something wrong! Midweek we went
to the Stazi intelligence building and learnt the way
it worked. We also had a re-enactment of school
life in East German and understood how the BDM
worked. We also went to a chocolate factory
which is one of the best in Germany. I know I will
keep in touch with my German exchange.

My trip on the German exchange was an unforgettable
time. I learned so much about the German culture
from history to chocolate making. My exchange and his
family were really kind to me and they spoke perfect
English. I met some lovely people at the German
school and I will never forget my exchange.

Duke of Edinburgh has been an eventful and exciting
experience with challenges and lots of fun. Personally
I have really enjoyed walking in the Chiltern Hills for
our final expedition, just having a great time with my
friends, setting up camp and enjoying the outside.
The good weather and endless supply of food has
also been a great bonus! Despite being shattered
after 22km each day, we felt a sense of achievement
and had many funny stories to tell.

All the English students who
went on the exchange enjoyed
ourselves. We were well
cared for and went on visits
with our exchange families.
We experienced German
food, typical German towns
and got to know our German
exchanges even better. We
even experienced a German sports day.



I am writing this with the Paris tiredness still affecting my brain!
We had such a lovely time, and a great time was had by all
students, who were impeccably behaved and I hope enjoyed
the opportunity. A personal highlight for me was watching
Mollie Wells and Bryonny Ghai get stuck on the roundabout
pre Disney parade and then get the best spot to hug every
character that walked by! I also must thank all 125 students and
12 staff who volunteered me to take part in the Wild West

Show finale, I can still hear the chant! A massive thank you must go to all my dedicated staff who accompanied me-
without you it could not have happened.

I am always telling the year group to go above and beyond, leave their mark and
pay it forward. A special mention goes to Amaya Opalka, Charlotte Spencer, Bella
Yau, Anna Whitchell and Caitlin Welsh who certainly did that. They wanted to give
something back and I am really proud of their achievements and ability to cope
with the mud!

I am very proud to work with such a fabulous group of people who make the most
of the opportunities at Edgbarrow that without the hard work of their tutors would not be possible.  We are saying
good bye to Miss Mitchell who has been a fabulous tutor and will be really missed. She has given hours of hard work
and commitment to her tutor group and the year group and many of the opportunities that the students have had
would not have been possible without her time and enthusiasm.  We are also saying good bye to Miss Dyck, who
returns to her homeland of Canada. Again, she has been enthusiastic and made the most of every day with 9S,
diligently serving them.  I cannot thank them both enough for their dedication to the team and the support of their
tutor groups. We wish Miss Mitchell and Miss Dyck luck and happiness as they embarks on the next stage of their
careers.

As the year draws to a close we can look back and be proud of the many successes during the year. It is also a time
for pupils to be reflective and consider how they will improve or maintain success when we return in September
and begin GCSE work.  Have a restful, safe summer and I look forward to a fantastic start to Year 10.

2 Intrepid teams of 6th Formers undertook their 4 day Gold D of E Assessed Expedition in the Lake District from
11th until 14th of July. They had to be totally self sufficient and carry everything they needed to survive – food,
shelter, cooking equipment and spare clothes. They faced challenging distances, navigation, climbs and weather but
both teams were resourceful and determined and were ultimately con-
gratulated on their achievements by their assessor. Both teams chose
stunning wild campsites high up in the mountains and all agreed it had
been a tough but thoroughly enjoyable experience.

This photo depicts a tired but victorious team on the summit of Englands
highest Mountain 978m, Scafell Pike, after an arduous climb from their
campsite below. From Left to Right : Jack Holden, Tom Truckle, Alex
Jenkins, Adam Broadbent.

This photo depicts both teams on the high mountain training
day before the start of the expedition.
From L to R : Prabhat Seth, Kushal Raj, Luke Atkins, Char-
lotte Robinson, Harry Jadir, Jack Holden, Adam Broadbent,
Michael Truckle, Tom Truckle, Alex Jenkins



Year 8 Year 7

GOLD

Henry Wood * & **
Olivia Atkins
James Nichols
Ellie Hardy
Holly Renaud-Bryce
Iwan Rutter
Caleb Trainer
Alex Crotaz

GOLD Max Bridport*
Adam Rook

SILVER

Zach Barrett
Sam Milligan
Oliver Hall
Tommy Finch
Eshaan Silva
Stefanie Blaser
George Billyard
Eve Chamberlain
Georgia O’Hare
Struan Hancock
Katie Appelbe
Isaac Harris
Oliver Greatrex
Kris Collier
Laura Yardley

SILVER

Sean Park
Vanya Savochkin
Ellie Killner
Hannah Tomlin
Liam Butler
Sophia Medhurst
Callum Broadbent
Fred Smith
Matthew Knight
William Witchell
Harrison King
Jake Booty

BRONZE

Matthew Mihell
Michael Cairo
Charlotte Warner
Chloe Crawford
Max Borgnis
Jake Smith
Georgina Norton
Jaden Froome
Owen Clarke
Megan Bright
Matthew King
Harry Nutman
Georgia Sherman
Katie Harris

BRONZE

Sammy Huelin
Zac Thomas
Bobby Harris
Matthew Haskett
Cameron Lancaster
Annabelle Townsend
Loryn Doyle
Olly Paine
William Vizer-Allen
Chloe Bagshaw
Sam Goddard
Cael Morel
Lucy Montgomery
Hency Laxmicant
Courtney Nel
Adam Bennett
Lerato Mokhothu
Beatrice Townsend
Jack Joliffe
Hannah Springford

On Thursday 30th April our top set maths students in Years 7 and 8 sat the UKMT maths challenge.  This is a national
competition with ‘problem solving’ type questions set around many different areas of mathematics.
Our students achieved gold, silver and bronze certificates and the results are given below:

** Henry Wood also received a certificate for ‘Best in School’.
* Henry Wood and Max Bridport also received a certificate for ‘Best in their Year’



Henry Wood, Olivia Atkins and Max Bridport also sat the next round (‘Junior Kangaroo’) of the
maths challenge on Tuesday 9th June.  Olivia received a certificate of merit whilst Henry and Max
both received certificates of participation.

Also this term, the top set Year 7 students had the opportunity to get involved in the maths
marathon which is a competition run by the Education Business Partnership.  It involves two
rounds of puzzles being completed by everyone and then nominations are made for round 3, from
which our two finalists were selected.  Ellie Killner and Bobby Harris were our finalists this year
and they attended the competition on Wednesday 1st July which was being held the Holiday Inn in
Slough.
A good time was had by all.

The Maths Department would like to thank all the students who have taken part in the enrichment
activities and congratulate those that have received certificates.  Well done!

Mrs Holloway

Thank you for your continued support. If you use the internet to do your shopping please give a thought to making
your purchases through Easy Fundraising.  So instead of going directly to a retailer’s website, go to
easyfundraising first and choose the retailer you want to shop with – then everything you spend with that retailer
earns a free donation (average of 5%) for Edgbarrow School PTA.  Please register at -

It is the PTA’s aim to raise money for the school to purchase those extra items for the use of your children in their
education therefore please support the school as much as possible and tell your friends.

The current auditor for the PTA has stepped down as her children are no longer at the school.
Consequently we are looking for a volunteer who could provide an Independent Examiner’s Report on the
Annual PTA Accounts in September.
Accounts are then reported to the AGM by the PTA Treasurer and a summary filed with the Charity
Commission.
The task would involve reviewing the PTA accounts once a year and signing the Independent Examiner’s
Report Statement.
It would suit someone who is professionally qualified e.g. FCMA or other

Three of your girls in Year 10 and one in Year 9 have been part
of the Sandhurst Scorpions U15 football squad that has just
become league champions in the Berkshire Girls League.
Molly Wells, Megan Worthington, Georgia Harris and Hannah
Woolfe have all played exceptionally well all season and deserve
a big congratulations and well done!

Photo courtesy Sandhurst Town Boys & Girls FC

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/edgbarrowpta


We have had a cracker of a year regarding PTA events and funding and I would like to thank you all for your amazing
efforts and considerable time given. I would also like to take a moment to reflect on what we have achieved in the
last academic year, which is an impressive list and has raised over £21K:

● SPONSORED Walk and collection of Gift Aid

● CHRISTMAS Shopping Evening & Santa Puds

● SANTA Sleigh collection

● RUGBY and FOOTBALL Ticketing Events

● QUIZ Night

● 3 x Painting & Gardening Days refreshments

● 2 School Events providing refreshments

● 2 x BAG2SCHOOL Drops

● Promotion to new parents

● CAREERS Evening

● MAY FAYRE Dunk Tank & Graffiti Artist

● 2nd HAND Uniform

● FASHION Show

● EASY Fundraising

However the PTA is now approaching transition and for this coming September the positions of chairman/ vice-
chair, treasurer and secretary will be up for election. Without volunteers willing to take on these roles then the PTA
will not be able to continue to function in providing funds to help your children get the things that allows the school
to be a much more enriched environment.

For further details of these events please refer to the school website.

The PTA would welcome your views to regards current and new ideas. Please let us know by emailing;
pta@edgbarrowschool.co.uk ……………………… or by coming along to the next PTA meeting, please refer to
school website for dates.

Chairman

PTA NEWS



Year 10 News
Head of Year :  J Cooper

This year has been an exceptionally busy and stressful time for Year 10 as they have embarked on their GCSE
studies.  The pressure has been on them throughout the whole year to complete controlled assessments, take
GCSE exams in English, Maths and Science as well as external exams in some of their option subjects.  The vast
majority of pupils have risen to this challenge, approaching their work with maturity.  I am sure that the hard work
throughout the year will be rewarded by excellent results in the summer for those who have sat external exams
and I look forward to celebrating their achievements when we return in September.  I have been impressed by the
number of pupils who have stayed after school to attend catch up sessions and to give further time to coursework
to ensure that they are up to date with all of their work when we return in Year 11, giving themselves the best
opportunity to succeed.

The year group has continued to have many opportunities throughout the year
and my thanks go to the staff who have organised events including the Ski Trip,
the History trip to the Trenches, Design Technology workshops, Careers
interviews and visits to local businesses.  These are valuable experiences for the
year group and enrich their studies and understanding of the opportunities
available to them post-16.

As the students become more senior in the school the opportunity to take
leadership roles and have a greater say in the running of the school presents itself.  This year the Year 10 students
have been excellent role models as members of the School Council, Peer Mentors, Student Observers and Literacy
Ambassadors.  In all of these roles I have been impressed with the maturity they have displayed and the positive
contributions that they have made to the school as both individuals and working within these groups.  I was also
delighted to present 35 of our year group with Prefect badges as they were selected for the role by their tutors
since they are excellent role models for all students in the school.  The prefects performed their first duties during
our Year 6 induction days, welcoming and supporting the new pupils and making their first experiences of
Edgbarrow School so positive.  The Year 10 pupils are a credit to themselves, their families and the school.

The end of the school year is also a sad time as we say goodbye to two of our tutors who will both be greatly missed
by their tutor groups, year team and students who they teach across the school.  Mr Radcliffe has been an excellent
form tutor for 10V always full of enthusiasm and support of the year group.  Mr Dean has also been a fantastic tutor
for 10U and a great support for the year group especially in his role as my Deputy.  I am so grateful for all of his
help with the running and organisation of the year group.  We wish them both lots of luck and happiness in their
new roles.

I have been extremely proud this year to work with such a fabulous group of young people.  As the year draws to
a close we can look back and be proud of the many successes during the year. It is also a time for pupils to be
reflective and consider how they will improve or maintain success when we return in September and continue with
their examination work.  Have a restful, safe summer and I look forward to a fantastic start to Year 11.

RACHEL Hardy has had the sort of week that all young sports-minded youngsters dream about.
It started  on Sunday when she took four wickets in an over, including the hat-trick, when playing for
Finchampstead's women's cricket team as they bowled out visitors  Tichborne Park for just 1 6.  Her side went
on to win by 10 wicket s in Division 2 of the Hampshire Women's League.
But it got even better on Monday.
The 17-year-old is also a highly promising footballer with Chelsea Women and she was selected for the England
under-17s squad for this  month's European Championship finals.
Rachel, who plays in midfield, is one of two newcomers in the 18-strong squad.



Several pupils in Year 8 read and voted for their own choices for this prize, ahead of the
official announcement .
Tanya Landman’s Carnegie winner, was inspired by the true story of former
slave Cathy Williams, who was the only known African-American woman to enlist in the US
army, under the guise of a man, serving for three years before her true identity was
discovered.
The 2015 Carnegie Medal (Awarded annually by librarians to the writer of an outstanding
book for children)
A copy is available in the library.

A representative from the Bracknell Forest library team came into assemblies to recruit Reading Champions to
help with the national summer reading scheme at the borough’s local libraries.  Quite a few of our students have
signed up and we’d like to wish them good luck with their reading adventures over the summer!

We held a book fair in the library on Wednesday 8th July – Monday 13th July.  We
had a lot of fantastic new books for sale at half price!  We have been handing out
raffle tickets to students and 4 lucky people will win a £5 book voucher to spend
at the fair.  We are also running a ‘Word Cloud’ competition – whoever designs
the best book related Word Cloud will also win a £5 book token to use at the fair,
entries need to be in by Wednesday 1st July.

The library has registered the school on the website; we already have some booklists on
there and we are hoping to get more recommended reads from all departments to put onto the site so parents
have a one stop shop for their school book buying.  The site offers 25% off of RRP for parents and for every £100
spent the library will get a £5 token to spend on books.  Please send all booklists to the library so they can be
added to our schools list.

As we approach the end of the school year we are already looking forward to the start of the next year. We have
already taken applications, held interviews and successfully “hired” some new pupil librarians who will receive

training before joining the team in September.  Congratulations to Rachel Charlwood, James
Nichols, Ella Peyton, Amelia Gould and Lauren Purdon.
We have some exciting events coming up in the autumn term including a visit with some of our
pupil librarians and book club members to the Eagle House Literary Festival to see two authors
and a performance poet.  The library will also be hosting an author visit, will be
coming to talk to Year 7 students in November.  We are very excited about Dan’s visit
especially as he used to tour with the England football team and has interviewed players such
as Beckham, Rooney and Gerrard!

The greatest impact on your child’s happiness,
confidence and success in life is their ‘inner self
talk’ - their mindset. It’s how they choose to see
life and react to life’s circumstances. For more
information select this

www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/schools/8547
www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/schools/8547
http://www.danfreedman.co.uk/
http://www.brainchilddevelopment.co.uk/kec-details


Careers and Work Related Learning

On 7th May a group of approximately 30 students attended the above show. All students in Year 9 were offered the
chance to attend and those who expressed a specific interest in the careers represented and/or wanting to
investigate those careers were selected.  Exhibitors included Thames Valley Police, Royal Berkshire Fire and
Rescue, the Armed Forces and the Highways Agency.  Students were able to participate in and watch demonstra-
tions along with having the chance to ask questions, pick up ideas and make contact with potential employers to
enable them to start and or continue to research future career options.

Edgbarrow have once again played host to 4 Chinese teachers. The teachers are
based at the National Centre for Language and Literacy at Reading University and
have all undertaken a rigorous section process back in China to enable them to take
part in the visit. During their time with us they shadowed Year 9s, taught our
students about the Chinese school day and traditional games, Cultural Differences,
Jewellery Making, and cooking traditional Chinese Vegetable Dumplings, along with
Chinese language and Culture.  They also taught some of our Year 8s Tai Chi during
assembly along with observing a number of subjects including Maths, English,

Science, History and D&T, as well as meeting teaching staff, external agencies and school governors.  All the
students who had the opportunity to be taught by them had a great time and have gained valuable knowledge from
them for the future, and we are also working on some staff links and exchanging of information.  We will be hosting
another group in the Autumn term.

Our Year 10 business mentor programme has finished for the year and our mentees have met with their mentors
and received certificates to confirm they have completed the programme.  We will be continuing with the
programme in September with a new cohort of mentees along with some new mentors which will enable us to
offer this opportunity to more students in Year 10.  This year’s mentees are currently completing feedback forms
and the results to date are very promising; we will use the information from both the mentors and mentees to adapt
and improve the programme as we go forward.

A key component of our careers programme is to offer students the opportunity to
attend off-site visits to enable them to explore in detail specific careers sectors.  As
part of this programme a group of 10 students from Year 10 who had expressed an
interest in exploring the hospitality sector have recently had the opportunity to visit
the Hilton hotel in Bracknell.  Students learnt about the different routes into that
sector and enjoyed a tour of the facilities.  This has enabled them to gain a broad
overview of the hospitality industry along with an insight into the workings of a
major worldwide hotel chain.

I am pleased to inform you that we will continue to have an impartial careers advisor in school again from
September for approximately one day a week to support our students in making the best possible choices.  We will
be offering both one-to-one sessions and group sessions for students primarily in Year 11 and the Sixth form.
Support will be available for identified students within other year groups, as well as via lunch time drop in sessions.

As part of this year’s delivery we have also been able to offer approximately 60 students in Year 10 the opportunity
to complete the Carrus on-line psychometric assessment.  This programme is designed to show young people how
to manage their careers and aspirations.  It focuses on certain key qualities which are consistently identified by
employers as being the core areas in which they are most interested.  All students who have undertaken this
assessment will have a print out of their results and have also saved it electronically for future reference.



Year 11 News
Head of Year :  M Jackson

It is with a mixture of sadness and delight that I write as your Head of Year for the last time.
Sadness that our five years has come to an end (it has gone so quickly) but delight at what we have achieved and
that I was lucky enough to be your Head of Year.
Our last term together has been filled with a big push for the exams, finishing coursework, revision sessions and
then the exams themselves. Well done for all the hard work you put in and the efforts you have made. I am sure
we will be rewarded when the results come out in the summer. You attitude and behaviour has been magnificent
during the exams and many of the staff have commented to me how well you behaved and responded in the Exam
rooms. Well done and thank you.

We have also enjoyed a final assembly just before the start of the exams - a
great afternoon, I hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did and then Prom. It
was a tremendous evening and you all looked fantastic, you were all Prom
Kings and Queens! It was a privilege for me to greet you at the Prom and to
welcome you in and then to share the evening with you. The photos by Sally
Hitt and her team are wonderful and I hope you have enjoyed seeing them as
much as I have.

Thank you for the kind gifts I have received from you as a Year Group, the plastic duck with all your signatures was
wonderful and a great memento of you all and the gift of a stone at the Olympic stadium to give me a permanent
reminder of the year group, was very thoughtful and something I shall treasure for ever. Thank you for everything.

Finally, best wishes to you all for the summer and whatever you are doing next year whether here at Edgbarrow,
another College or on an Apprenticeship. I look forward to seeing you and hearing how you are getting on.
See you on results day Thursday 20th August. Enjoy the summer.

is a registered not-for-profit charity (formerly known as Connexions).  We provide
professional impartial careers advice, information and guidance to young people aged 13 to
19 years.  Aiming to raise aspirations and motivates them to achieve their full potential.

Adviza has a range of information and services that can help KS4 & 5 students.
Appointments can be made by students or their parents by contacting Karen Robinson, Work-related Learning
Coordinator in school.
Helen Hobson (Edgbarrow’s careers adviser) will be available every Friday and also at Year 9 and 11 subject
evenings to speak with students and parents.

As well as delivering careers services, Adviza also sells careers guidance services to individuals
including summer workshops, 1 to 1 sessions for graduates and we also deliver to
help with career choices.  Although this is a paid service, Adviza has a bursary scheme for anyone who requires
financial assistance. For further information regarding these sessions, please see the link below:

BRACKNELL ADVIZA HAS MOVED!
Teamed with Elevate Bracknell you can now find us:

, Rectory Lane, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG12 7GR
Our opening times are: Mon, Tues, Weds & Thurs – 12:30-16:30

Fri – 9:30-13:00 (Appointments only)
Call us on: 0845 408 5008

http://www.adviza.org.uk/shop/morrisby-psychometric-assessment
http://www.adviza.org.uk/shop/
http://www.adviza.org.uk/shop/


Parents and carers can give Ofsted their views of our school at any time of the
year using an online questionnaire called . Your views are really
important in helping inspectors form a judgement about our school, and to help
us know what is going well and what could be improved.
Please register at . Once your login has been activated, it only takes a few
minutes to complete answers to 12 short questions on a variety of aspects such as bullying, the quality of
teaching and level of homework.
If you do not have a computer or an email address, or if you would like help to use Parent View, please do
get in touch with us.

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk.
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk.
https://www.facebook.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://www.facebook.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://www.facebook.com/EdgbarrowSchool
https://twitter.com/
https://twitter.com/
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk


Sixth Form News
Head of Year :  T Evans

The Sixth Form finished this year very strongly indeed. We have been delighted with the amazing attitude of our
students throughout the exam period and we wish them every success for their exam results and in whatever they
go on to do next. Many of our Year 13s will go off to university next term; 69 / 119 Firm (first) Choices are to
universities in the Elite ‘Sutton 30’, the best 30 universities in the UK. A further 50 Insurance (second) Choices are
to these same top universities. Other students will join and thrive on Apprenticeships or training schemes, and
others have jobs lined up – we know that these students are well prepared for the world of work and that they
have the character and skill set to be excellent colleagues. We are very proud of our students and hope that they
have a happy and successful future ahead of them.

Our Year 12 students have come back after AS Levels and have tackled the business of preparing for UCAS /
Apprenticeships with great enthusiasm. They are probably the best Year group we’ve had in this regard. They
should use their time wisely during the summer holiday to ensure that they are up-to-date with all work set, as
next year will be demanding.

Some of you may have seen Rachel Hardy (Year 12) in the local news. Rachel played in the Women’s Under-17
England football team in the recent European Championship. Ben Hindle (Year 12) is the Welsh Champion in
Gravity Enduro (crazy, fast mountain-biking up and down horrible hills, by the sound of it!). Finally, Max Stevenson
and Craig Hodges have been playing cricket at County level. Congratulations to these students and to our other

successful sports men and women.

The Year 13 Prom took place at Island Bar and Restaurant, in Caversham.
This was an amazing event, organised by Jodie Hennah and Jess Bollands.
We had a fantastic evening, spent with mature, funny and lovely students
and teachers. It was an opportunity to enjoy chatting about the past two
years and to finish Sixth Form in a pleasant and positive way. Awards were
given for fun, but also to recognise the achievements of certain students
throughout the two years in the Sixth Form.

Thank you to all the students who took on responsibilities this year, and to
the whole Sixth Form team (students and staff) for making this such a happy
place in which to work. We’d like to show our appreciation to subject
teachers for their amazing support and to parents and families who have
been part of our team.

The end of another year! Roll on next year!

Please see the links below for updated information on Uniform, Authorised Leave of Absence and the
Behaviour Policy.

●

●

●

http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/about/the-school/school-uniform/
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Parents/Useful-Information/Forms/Files/LEAVE-OF-ABSENCE-FORM-2014.pdf
http://www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk/assets/Uploads/Policies/Files/P6-Student-Behaviour-Policy-2013-Final-10-10-13-Public.pdf


On 18th June we were honoured to have five guest speakers run careers workshops for our GCSE and A Level
students. We spent the morning learning about how languages are so important in the World of Work in fields
such as Journalism, Marketing, IT, Law, Translation and Teaching.  Our students learnt about the role that they
will play as linguists in a globalised world.  they took part in activities which demonstrated how languages are
used in various jobs and the opportunities studying languages can offer.   The students enjoyed the experience
and we will endeavour to repeat the workshops next year.

On Wednesday 17th June, Dr Kumaraswani, from Reading University, came to visit the Sixth Form
along with students from Wellington College.  Dr Kumaraswani spoke to us about the history and the
culture of Cuba and how it is vastly different to the culture in Britain.  The Cuban revolution sparked
a Communist regime which had major implications worldwide such as the Cuban Missile Crisis and the
trade embargo from the USA that is still in place today. As well as Cuba, we also discussed the
opportunity to study Spanish at University with the possibility of spending a year abroad. It was an
enjoyable and educational experience where everyone, including the teachers, learnt a lot about a
mostly unknown country.

"I felt that the careers event about languages was very interesting and really broadened my perspective, not
only about why I have chosen to study a foreign language but also the doors that it opens by having
languages skills today. It has definitely made me realise the importance of languages today and that in the
modern business world, you cannot always simply rely on English. Having different business men and
women from various sectors meant that there was some of interest for all of us. Moreover on this point, it
developed our knowledge about different career paths we could possibly take by having a language, which
we may not have knew about before hand such as the potential of becoming a journalist in the EU.  For me,
this was a unique, invaluable experience and was thoroughly appreciated as I have learnt so much from it."



PE Department
The PE department have enjoyed another busy and successful term of sport. The main focus for the term has been
Rounders, Tennis and Athletics with hundreds of students across the year groups competing and representing the
school in district and county competitions.

Athletics continues to grow in popularity at Edgbarrow with more and more students coming out regularly to
participate in the Thursday after school athletics club. At the district athletics at both Yrs 8-11 and the Yr 7 events,
Edgbarrow entered  huge teams, far larger than any other school in the Borough with an aim of encouraging as
many students as possible to get involved and to experience representing the school and being part of a team. All
in all there were some fantastic individual performances that deserve a mention.

Following the district competition, a number of students went on to compete for Bracknell at the county
championships producing some outstanding results.
Harry Nutman – finished 4th in the U15 boys 300m. He was running a year up (competing against Yr 9 boys) –
Hopefully he can go a few places better next year.  Sandra Stapinoiu finished 4th in the girls U15 1500m. She again
was competing a year younger (competing against Yr 9 girls)
James Gardner also finished 4th in the U15 boys shot putt – again competing against Yr 9 boys.

Harry Nutman 400m and 80m Hurdles - winner

Alex Turton 100 m, Long Jump - winner
Max Borgnis 1500m – winner
James Gardner Shot – winner
Brad Simmonds Javelin and High jump - winner
Robbie Wilde Long Jump - winner
Jack Rafferty Triple Jump - winner
Luke Merry Runner up in Long Jump
Sandra Stapinoiu Runner up 1500m
Ben Torr Runner up Shot Putt
Oliver Hall Runner up 800m
Josh Johnson Runner up 400m
Nick De Silva Runner up Discus
Abbie Crocker Runner up 300m
Issy Deacon Pole Vault

Oliver Farland and Andrew Welsh Hurdles

Jonathon Peters, Loryn Doyle and Chloe Bagshaw 600m

Ghazi Nuseir Discus

Harvey Collins High jump

Elise Kesken Long Jump

Immy Cook 75m



Robbie Wilde jumped a massive 6m36 in the long jump. Despite this being a huge leap, it was only good enough
for Bronze – the winning jump was a massive 6m 96!
Nick De Silva came second in the U17 discus – throwing over 32m
Alex Turton won the U15 boys long jump jumping a massive 5m 86 and is County long jump champion
Issy Deacon has been selected to represent Berkshire at the English school athletics championships in July at
Gateshead International stadium in the Pole vault. She is also county champion and goes with our best wishes.

In Year 7 and 8 we have also been competing in the Reading District Athletics leagues. This is an intensive
competition run over the course of four weeks. It is the first time Edgbarrow have entered and the students
involved performed brilliantly. Sadly due to a clash with a History trip, we were not able to send our strongest
team to the final phase. However, in the three weeks of pool matches The Edgbarrow boys team finished 2nd out
of the 24 schools involved, the girls finished 12th. The stand-out performer for each of the Edgbarrow teams were
James Gardner for the boys, who won the shot putt every week and Sandra Stapiniou who ran the fasted 1200m
time of any girl in the competition. Although it was disappointing to not be able to compete with our best team in
the final I think the teams should be very proud of their commitment and efforts.

The Year 7 team also entered a Quad Kids Athletics competition held at Brakenhale School. This is where a team
of six boys and girls compete in four activities, 100m, 800m, vortex throw and standing long jump. Both
Edgbarrow boys and girls teams won the District competition and will now go on to represent Bracknell at the
Berkshire School’s games hosted at Wellington College on 9th July .  We wish them the very best of luck in this
event.

The tennis teams at Edgbarrow have had an excellent season. As one of only a (very small) handful of state schools
that offer the opportunity to play competitive tennis we have really held our own against some of the private
schools in the county. The girls particularly have had an outstanding season and have managed to reach the county
final. They are due to play Claire’s Court in the final and at the time of writing the fixture has not yet been played.
To reach the final the girls have beaten Charters School, St Mary’s Ascot and Queen Anne’s School, Caversham.
We should not get anywhere near the latter two schools in a competitive game let alone beat them! However the
Edgbarrow girls tennis team are a determined bunch and won both matches in a championship doubles tie break.
The team is; Stef Blaser, Hana Fry, Sandra Stapiniou and Charlotte Warner. We wish them the very best for the
final

The boys Year 8 team have also managed to reach the county final. Again with impressive wins over Charters, LVS
and the Dolphin school in Hurst. They are due to play Reading Bluecoat in the final. Again – the very best of luck
boys! The team is David Holt, Peter Collier, Alex Machin, Oliver Greatrex and Lewis Boniface.

The Year 7/9 boys ‘B’ and ‘C’ teams have also been successful despite not having too many games. They play in
the Division Two Berkshire league. For a number of reasons both teams have not played many games, mainly due
to other schools not being able to get team together, which has been frustrating as they are very keen to play. The
B team have beaten LVS to reach the final directly. The C team played and beat St Joseph’s A team in the semi
final. As a result, the Division Two final will be played out amongst the Edgbarrow B and Edgbarrow C team.
Players include George Billyard, Oliver Hall, Adam Crocker, Oliver Greatrex, Callum Cooper, Ben Claxton, Sean
Park and Nick Chrysostomides

Tennis, certainly in the younger year groups, is really growing in popularity and strength. This year we have forged
a link with Sandhurst Tennis Club which has allowed many of our team players more opportunity to play
competitive tennis which is already having an impact on the team results. There will be further information about
how to get involved in the Sandhurst and Edgbarrow Satellite junior tennis club in the new academic year. For the
first time we have provided the opportunity to practice and train after school with a highly qualified tennis coach
all year around and those students that have shown the commitment and dedication to play on the cold, wet and
pretty unpleasant winter evenings have really reaped the rewards this summer.

The Kurling team will shortly take its place in the Berkshire Schools Games after having won the Bracknell district
competiton. This will take place at Wellington College. We wish them all the best in going one better than last year
when they lost in the final.



We are very lucky to have Mr Weir, the Facilities Manager in school. When he came to
me saying he wanted to start up a triathlon club, I was a little sceptical that it would take
off. I could not have been further from the truth. The club has been really well attended ev
ery week with between 20 and 30 students coming out on a Friday night to try and new sport,
for some, or perfect some skills for others. We have even managed to run two swim training session thanks to St
Mary’s Ascot lending us their pool.
Last Sunday the team entered their first competition in Horsham, Sussex. Mr Weir met the group at the venue and
was bursting with pride when I saw him on Monday morning. Out of the 55 or so starters, the Edgbarrow triathlon
club provided the first 5 finishers. A huge well done must go to Tilly Waight in Year 7 as she won the category the
large majority of the Edgbarrow athletes entered (which included up to Year 9 boys!); below are the top 5
Edgbarrow performers: Tilly Waight, Lewis Williams, James Sinclair, Adam Crocker and Callum Cooper.

I hope that this club continues to grow in strength over the coming years.

This summer the girls have continued their excellent record of
representing Edgbarrow at the County Cricket Tournament in
Sonning. They played excellent games against very strong schools
such as Charters and The Abbey. Excellent bowling performances
were seen from Sandra “Sanora” Stapiniou, Charlotte “Lotty”
Warner, Sanaz Day, Poppy “Mak” Gilbert and Ana Cauchi. Strong
batting displays from Hana Fry and Freya Marshall with dedicated
fielding techniques from Molly Rafferty, Katie Appelbe (DJ in the
bus) and Georgia Sherman.

This group of girls are an absolute pleasure to coach and I look forward to next years indoor season.  Happy
Summer to all.

As always Rounders has been a popular sport with the Year
7s. A rainy start to the season has resulted in a lot of games
still needing to be played.  The games played so far have been
pretty close.

Edgbarrow vs Brakenhale 10 to 11.5 Brakenhale win
Edgbarrow vs Garth 16 to 15.5 Edgbarrow win
Edgbarrow vs Ranelagh 13.5 to 7.5 Edgbarrow win

Edgbarrow vs Brakenhale 13 to 9.5 Edgbarrow win
Edgbarrow vs Garth 11.5 to 15.5 Garth win

Well done to all the girls who have played so far.

The super Year 8 girls have had a great term for rounders so
far. Having lost their first game against Garth, the girls have
improved no end and have won their last 2  games against
Ranelagh and Brakenhale by a considerable amount, scoring
21 – 11 and 19 – 12.5 respectively. The strength of the team
is their batting,  with no missed balls in one of our matches,
and Isla and Sandra always smacking them way out into the
field. With Molly’s bowling getting more and more consistent

and Lottie’s and Hana’s back stop to first base relationship
getting faster and more accurate, the girls fielding is becom-
ing much quicker. They are a pleasure to teach rounders to
and their team spirit is fab. Thank you for making the club
so enjoyable girls.

The Year 9’ have the most girls by far coming to practice out
of any year group. All the girls have improved massively
making team selection really hard. A big thank you to Beth
Couzins and Milly Del Nevo for helping me organise teams.
Again because of the rainy start to the season the girls have
only played two league games and a friendly game against
Wellington College. The games have been close and have
one all apart from the Sandhurst game which they lost by
half a rounder! Well done to all the girls that have played so
far.

The Year 10 rounders teams have dominated this season.
Winning all their games and shown pure class with their
accurate and powerful fielding, something that many PE
teachers from other schools have commented on and ex-
plained how impressed they were. Well done to all the girls
that have participated over the years. 4 years of hard work
have resulted in a whitewash season.



If you would like to see if you are entitled, please select this  to print the form, print
your details clearly below and return either to the address below or one of your
children's current school.

The form can also be completed online by visiting

Service children are children with one or more parents currently serving in
the British armed forces.
As a school we are entitled to claim additional money for all Service children
on our roll under the government’s funding arrangements and this has also
been extended for Service children for up to 2 years after their parent has re-
tired from HM Forces.
If you are in or recently retired from HM Forces, please would you confirm
that this is the case by filling in the form which you access by select this  and returning it to school recep-
tion. Please also state whether you are Personnel Category 1 or 2 by ticking the appropriate box and indicating
where you are currently based.

Please do not reply to messages from Schoolcomms as they are not received by the school;  any emails should be
directed to: secretary@edgbarrowschool.co.uk  and they will be forwarded to the relevant member of staff.

Please remember……..

http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupDownloadFile.asp?GroupId=21390&ResourceID=4942230
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
http://www.school-portal.co.uk/GroupDownloadFile.asp?GroupId=21390&ResourceID=4942231


We  have the facility to offer Paracetamol to students
if the need arises. This can only be accessed via the
school nurse. If the nurse assesses that the use of

Paracetamol is necessary, she will first telephone the
parent/guardian for consent. An accurate record is
kept of Paracetamol use. We hope that this will
enable your children to remain in school and that

they will be more comfortable and able to
concentrate on their lessons. We will of course still

ask you to collect your child if they remain unwell orin severe pain.  If you have any concerns regarding this
please contact the School Nurse on 01344 772658.

NOTICEBOARD

If it is necessary for students to take any

medication in school (including non-prescription

medicines), the medication and a signed consent

form (this form can also be downloaded from the

school website) must be handed in at Reception

where it will be stored safely. The medication

should be sent in its original container, complete

with the expiry date and dosage details. The

student must to come to the medical room at the

required time to report to the Nurse or a First

Aider before taking the medication.

 We would like to remind parents and carers

that we have a dedicated telephone number

for reporting student absence whether it be

going to an appointment or not going to be

in school.

The number is:
.

Parents can also advise of absence by using

the email absence reporting facility on the

school website.

May we remind parents and

other visitors that we are a

non-smoking site, therefore

smoking is not permitted

anywhere within our build-

ings or grounds.

Although we strive for high attendance from our
students, if you know your child is unwell or injured
and not fit to be in school please do not send them.
If a student becomes unwell or injured during the
course of the school day it is the parent/carer’s
responsibility to collect their child or arrange for a
responsible adult to do so. Please ensure that your
contact details are kept up to date so we can

efficiently ensure the health and safety of your child.

Parents should note that the school
cannot be responsible for the personal

property of students whilst the
students participate in off site activities

and the school will not be liable for
loss of or damage to such property
should this occur.  By agreeing that
your child may participate in the

activity proposed you also
acknowledge and agree that the school

shall have no liability in this respect.

SOFT FOOTBALLSPlease remind students that

they should bring soft foot-

balls (not leather ones) into

school to play at lunchtime.

The Centre is for any students experiencing

social, emotional or behavioural difficulties

that may have an effect on their learning.

Students and parents are welcome to

contact Ms Guy and her team directly.

However referrals will always be agreed

with the Head of Year.  Ms Guy and her

team can be contacted via the main school

number on 01344 772658

Items of lost property can bereclaimed from Reception atlunchtime from 1.45pm onwardsonly.  Items of PE kit are kept in
the PE department for a short time
before arriving in Reception.  Can
we please remind all parents thatall personal effects should benamed and that unclaimed lostproperty will be disposed of at

the end of each term.

Can students please make sure that
when using the school minibus they
do not eat when travelling in it and
certainly do not leave any litter

behind.  Furthermore, please do not
wear dirty boots while travelling in
the bus and ensure that the whole
bus is left clean and tidy after every
journey.  This is a fantastic bus; let’s

make sure we can all enjoy it.

It is a serious breach of examination
regulations to bring a mobile phone
into an examination room – see the
school website for more details.
Please ensure that students do not
bring mobile phones to school
during examination sessions. At

other times mobile phones should
be switched off and remain hidden

Please could any medical

appointments be written in

your child's planner and can

they also be reminded to

sign out at Reception when

they go to their

 appointment.



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Last Day of Term Wednesday 17h July  (school closes at 12.05pm)
Autumn Term 2015
Teacher Training Days Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd September
Start of Term Thursday 3rd September
Half Term Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October
Last Day of Term Friday 18th December  (school closes at 12.05pm)

Spring Term 2016
Start of Term Monday 4th January
Half Term Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February
Last Day of Term Wednesday 23rd March  (school closes at 12.05pm)

Summer Term 2016
Teacher Training Day Monday 11th April
Start of Term Tuesday 12th April
Half Term Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June
Last Day of Term Tuesday 19th July  (school closes at 12.05pm)
May Day Holiday Monday 2nd May

 For further Term Dates/Key Dates please visit our website at:
www.edgbarrowschool.co.uk


